
A Home for Everyone (AHFE) Coordinating Board 
DRAFT Meeting Minutes – September 5, 2018 
Facilitated by: Stacy Borke and Shannon Singleton, Initiative Co-chairs 
Prepared by: Shelby Trinh; Reviewed by: Jurisdictional Staff Members 
Board Members present: Michael Anderson-Nathe, Alexandra Appleton, Carolyn Bateson, Lynnae C. Berg, Stacy Borke, Sam Chase, Frieda Christopher, Julia Delgado, Timothy 
Desper, John Duke, Joe Walsh (Karylinn Echols rep.), Maurice Evans, Kevin Fitts, Katrina Holland, Marc Jolin, Sahaan McKelvey, Sharon Meieran, Rebecca Nickels, Michael 
Parkhurst, Greg Pashley, Art Rios, Sr., Shannon Singleton, Ian Slingerland (Michael Buonocore rep.), Rachel Solotaroff, Nicole Stein, Becky Straus, Martha Strawn Morris, Sean 
Suib, Michael Thurman, Marisa Zapata.  Jurisdictional Staff present: Seraphie Allen, Jennifer Chang, Christian Elkin, Sally Erickson, Rhea Graves, Lucas Hillier, Anna Plumb, 
Steve Richard, April Rohman, Patricia Rojas, Alison Sachet, Wendy Smith, Shelby Trinh. Guests: Chris Aiosa, Jackie Arbour, John Elizalde, Graciela Ferderer, Laura Golino de 
Lovato, John Gould, Ashley Henry, Maddie Immel, Dana Louis, Brian McKenzie, Emily Nelson, Robert Noche, Stephen Reichard, Richard Reuben, Kelly Walker. 

Agenda Item Discussion Points Decision/Action 
Welcome,  
Introductions and 
Minutes 

– Shannon Singleton,
Initiative Co-chair

Shannon Singleton, Initiative Co-Chair, called the meeting to order and facilitated introductions. 

June minutes were not brought to the board for approval. 

June minutes to be 
presented at the 
October meeting for 
approval. 

Public Comment 

– Stacy Borke, Initiative
Co-Chair

Stacy Borke, Initiative Co-Chair, facilitated public comment. 

Richard Reuben, Community Member, spoke to the issue regarding safety for the homeless living in tents. The 
process of moving campers is repetitive and there should be a more permanent shelter location where people 
would be safe from eviction and would be provided trash bags, hygiene, pickup services, etc. Richard observed that 
every year during the winter months, campers would be forced to move in the cold. 

Brian McKenzie, Community Member, is worried that with all the focus on affordable housing, we are losing out on 
Single Room Occupancy (SRO), specifically New Palace more recently. According to a report from Commissioner 
Salzman, he read that downtown had already lost half of their SROs. There should be an effort to maintaining SRO 
stocks and to creating more. Brian also noted that a studio apartment is not a step towards fixing homelessness - an 
SRO is. 

Marc Jolin, Initiative Chair, noted that the Portland Housing Bureau, the Joint Office of Homeless Services (JOHS) 
and the Health Department had just released a request for proposal for a minimum of 50 SRO units. It is not a direct 
response to that concern, and is a recognition that more does need to be invested into SRO stock.  

Stacy Borke, Initiative Co-Chair, explained that an SRO is a space that houses multiple residences who live in a 
communal area. They normally have a sleeping space and a common kitchen/bath. 

Dana Louis spoke about Gather:Make:Shelter, a community, creative, collaborative experience. There will be a large 
celebration at Pioneer Courthouse Square with food and activities on September 23rd from 12-4pm. People of 
homelessness were supported to create over 500 pottery bowls to be listed for sale. The funds will be used to help 
unhoused people get into shelter for the winter. More information about the project can be found on their social 
media page at facebook.com/gathermakeshelter/. 

John Elizalde, Community Member, would like the board to advocate for a defined end of the homeless crisis. He 
would also like city staff to have defined roles for how they should respond to the crisis. John also noted that there 
should be an investment into sanitation and hygiene services for people experiencing homelessness. 

file://nas3/NON-DEPT/JOHS/AHFE/AHFE%20Coordinating%20Board/Meetings/2018%20Meetings/06.06.2018%20AHFE%20CB%20Meeting/facebook.com/gathermakeshelter/
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Maddie Immel, the Bus Project, is gearing up for National Voter Registration Day on September 25. The Bus Project 
will be bringing volunteers to shelters and food banks to register people to vote. They want to ensure as many 
people are represented in the voting process especially because there are measures coming up that directly affect 
people experiencing homelessness. 

Equity Committee 
Reading Assignment 

– Marisa Zapata, Equity 
Committee 

Shannon Singleton announced the new Coordinating Board stipend policy for members serving in an official capacity 
to receive a stipend if they are not already being compensated for their time to be on the board. The Equity 
Committee and the administration team at the JOHS put in a lot of work to ensure the policy was successfully 
implemented. For more details and how to receive a stipend, please email Carrie Young at carrie.young@multco.us. 

Since the last meeting, the Executive Committee chartered the Equity Committee as a Coordinating Board 
subcommittee from the Racial Equity Lens Task Force. The Equity Committee is expecting to finalize their work plan 
by the end of the next month. 

 

FY 2017-2018 Year End 
System Outcomes 

– Steve Richard, Joint 
Office of Homeless 
Services 

Steve Richard, Joint Office of Homeless Services, presented the Fiscal Year End 2017-2018 Outcomes Data 
Presentation.  

The goal of the presentation was to compare and contrast the results of data collected through the Homeless 
Management Information System (HMIS) for fiscal years ended 2016 to 2018. Steve disaggregated data to provide 
more detail as to which populations have participated in services for permanent housing, homelessness prevention, 
housing retention, and emergency shelter.  

Steve and Marisa Zapata, Portland State University, made it a point that some of the data used may not be 
statistically significant until all of the data has been entered into HMIS for the fiscal year.  

 

Budget Overview 
Discussion 

– Marc Jolin, Joint Office 
of Homeless Services 

Marc Jolin led the budget discussion. In September, each workgroup will have the opportunity to provide feedback 
for each of three budget scenarios: Constraint, Addition, and No Change. Staff will take feedback from those 
workgroups. Additionally, a survey will be sent to Coordinating Board members and to the AHFE email lists to 
provide feedback. In November, jurisdictional staff will bring preliminary results to the Coordinating Board from the 
workgroups and surveys to finalize their recommendations to be presented to the Executive Committee at their 
December meeting. 

Kevin Fitts, Community Member, asked the Coordinating Board how the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) funding for Oregon would come into play in Portland and in the County (Section 811 Choice 
Housing Vouchers). 

Ian Slingerland, Home Forward, explained that mainstream vouchers are housing-choice vouchers targeted towards 
households that include non-elderly (18-64) persons with disabilities. These vouchers were part of a competitive 
program for people in institutions or at risk of entering institutions. As a result of their application, Home Forward 
received 99 vouchers for individuals who met those eligibility criteria. The application process took a collaborative 
effort across multiple partners across the County with the help of the Joint Office of Homeless Services coordinating 
efforts and leveraging social services along with the housing vouchers. Home Forward originally asked for 500 
vouchers and they received 99. While it is lower than what was asked, that was the most any housing authority 
received nation-wide. There is additional funding that can be applied for later down the line. There are 3,000 are on 
the waitlist that will need to check for eligibility. 

 
 

mailto:carrie.young@multco.us
http://ahomeforeveryone.net/s/CB_PPT_20180905_FYE2018_Outcomes.pdf
http://ahomeforeveryone.net/s/CB_PPT_20180905_FYE2018_Outcomes.pdf
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Metro Affordable 
Housing Bond Update 

– Sam Chase, Oregon 
Metro and Coalition of 
Community Health 
Clinics 

 

Sam Chase, Oregon Metro and Coalition of Community Health Clinics, presented an update on the Metro Housing 
Bond that voters will be deciding on this November. 

The Metro Housing Bond will introduce $652 million for affordable housing. The bond has been assessed to cost $5 
per month per household, about $60 a year. The funds will be used to acquire 3,900 units serving 12,000 people 
(40% will be targeted towards the 0-30% median income, 50% will be targeted towards 30-60% median income, and 
10% will be target towards 60-80% median income).  

Metro consulted with many stakeholders from a wide range of backgrounds in order to make sure all aspects of the 
bond were complete. Administrative costs have been capped at 5%. Sam informed the Coordinating Board that this 
bond does not make Metro a development business. The funds will be distributed to local jurisdictions to administer 
dollars to programs in systems that they already have in place. 

The companion piece to the bond is Measure 102, a statewide measure that will allow Metro to be more flexible on 
what and how money can be spent. 

Beckie Lee, Yes for Affordable Housing Campaign, educated the Coordinating Board about the two measures Metro 
would like to pass. She also explained that Oregon’s Constitution amendment would allow general funds to be use 
with non-governmental agencies in regards to affordable housing. All votes will be pooled into Metro’s district. They 
will not be spread out amongst the different jurisdictions. Funds will be distributed based on assessed value. For 
more information about the Housing Bond, www.YesforAffordableHousing.com, (503) 957-7611. 

 

City of Portland 
Homeless Liaison 
Position 

– Seraphie Allen, Office 
of Mayor Wheeler 

– Deputy Chief Bob Day, 
Portland Police Bureau 

 

 

Seraphie Allen, Office of Mayor Wheeler, reintroduced the Police Homeless Liaison position description. The goal of 
the liaison position is to support the efforts of unsheltered people to end their homelessness by improving the 
Portland Police Bureau’s (PPB) understanding, training, and working with unsheltered populations and to be 
building stronger partnerships and relationships with organizations who are already working on the issues. This 
position came from discussions that there is not a central person at PPB to address these. 

Deputy Chief Bob Day, Portland Police Bureau (PPB), has been with the police for over 20 years. With this position, 
they will try to bridge the relationships from initial contact to housing. He has discussed reporting influence to 
ensure the person in the role will have the tools necessary to refer and contact the people with influence to solve 
problems. This person would also be able to help train officers to better understand homeless situations and 
address/contact homeless people in more compassionate ways.  

Art Rios, Sr., Community Member, wanted to ensure that the position would be filled by somebody who had real 
lived experience that would be able to better connect with people currently living on the street. He feels as it is 
more of a Community Engagement Liaison rather than a Police Liaison. 

Kevin Fitts inquired whether or not this position would be under the Behavioral Health Unit. According to Deputy 
Chief Day, it is still under debate, but they should have crisis training. 

Maurice Evans, Community Member, brought up the concern that people who have been under care of health 
workers trying to get people housed would not be able to help somebody who has been arrested by police multiple 
times. It is very frustrating for the workers who put in a lot of effort to get them housed only to not be able to due 
to their arrest record. 
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Deputy Chief Day understand that and wants to ensure Maurice and the Board that arresting people is not going to 
solve the issue. 

Seraphie, AC Davis, and Deputy Chief Day would like to receive all feedback regarding the position. 

Marisa does not know if the job fills a need and she would not call police first to deal with unsheltered people. After 
all, would this position lead to systems change?  

Childcare Pilot 

– Patrick Gihring, 
Worksystems 

Patrick Gihring, Worksystems, led the conversation about the Childcare Pilot. One of the challenges with low to 
median income families is the cost of childcare. The barrier to childcare while in training or searching for a new job 
is high. This may introduce inter-generational poverty and disproportionally affect people of color. 

The pilot began at the beginning of the month after a year in development. Childcare was a big decider between 
who would be successful and who would not. Any child who becomes eligible is eligible for ten months as long as 
their care-taker continues with employment. 211info will work directly with parents to decide which needs the child 
or children need. Fifty customers will be served this year and the results will be brought back later. 

The check comes from the Department of Health Services from the provider.  

 

General Updates and 
Announcements 

– Marc Jolin, Initiative 
Chair 

Staff are looking for a space for winter shelter to serve 100 people.  

The Adult Homeless Services Procurement Request for Programmatic Qualifications (RFPQ) Stage I is open until 
September 17th.  

 


