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DRAFT Meeting Minutes – July 10, 2019 
Facilitated by: Initiative Co-Chair Stacy Borke 
Prepared by: Paul Stark; Reviewed by: Jurisdictional Staff 
Board Members present: Seraphie Allen (Ted Wheeler rep.), Michael Anderson-Nathe, Stacy Borke, Delores Burgos, Beth Burns, Sam Chase, Frieda Christopher, Julia 
Delgado, John Duke, Kevin Fitts, Liam Frost (Deborah Kafoury rep.), Katrina Holland, Renee Huizinga (Sharon Meieran rep.), Marc Jolin, Christina McGovney, Art Rios, 
Sr., Becky Straus, Ian Slingerland (Michael Buonocore rep.), Michael Thurman-Noche, Marisa Zapata  
Jurisdictional Staff present: Joshua Bates, Bimal RajBhandary, Ian Davie, Wendy Smith, Paul Stark, Denis Theriault 
Guests: Ruth Adkins, Ruthie Benjamin, Hunter Belgard, Andrea Bell, Liora Berry, Josh Binkley, Gary Cobb, John Elizalde, Laura Golino de Lovato, Bradi Grebien-Samkow, 
Kim James, Phylis Leonard,  Barb Rainish, Kris Smock 
 

Agenda Item Discussion Points Decision/Action 
Welcome & 
Introductions 

– All 

Stacy Borke, Initiative Co-Chair, called the meeting to order. 

Marc Jolin, Initiative Director, acknowledged and appreciated Delores Burgos, a newly appointed member of 
the Coordinating Board (the “Board”). Delores represents the Native American Youth and Family Center, 
where she is the Housing to Homeownership Manager. He also thanked members present for being available 
for a summer meeting. 

 
 

Consent Agenda - May 2019 Coordinating Board Minutes Minutes were 
approved with 
consent. 

Interrupting 
Microaggressions 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
– Shannon Singleton, 
Initiative Co-Chair 

Joshua Bates, Joint Office of Homeless Services (JOHS), appeared before the Board to announce a training 
event specifically for Board members. He explained that this event will replace the regular board meeting on 
August 7th. 

Joshua explained that Shannon Singleton, Initiative Co-Chair and Executive Director of JOIN, and Emily Nelson, 
Director of Equity and Inclusion at JOIN, would be facilitating a mandatory training titled “Interrupting 
Microaggressions”. Joshua stated that this was requested by Board members in response to real issues of 
racial microaggressions which have occurred throughout the history of A Home For Everyone (AHFE).  

He indicated that leadership for AHFE is working to respond to those requests. The first step of that response 
will be to provide a training with the intent of creating a new baseline of understanding on what 
microaggressions are, their impact, and how to interrupt them to preserve the safety of space at Board 
meetings. He clarified that JOHS staff would share the facilitators contact information if any members wanted 
to connect with them directly prior to the training. Joshua reiterated that the meeting would be closed to the 
public, and only Board members, proxies, and key AHFE staff would be present. 

Marisa Zapata, Portland State University (PSU), offered additional comments attesting to Emily Nelson’s grasp 
of racial equity as a white person. Marisa expressed that Emily is flexible, works with people in detail, and 
encouraged members to host the training for their organizations internally.  

 

https://nayapdx.org/about/
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Joshua concurred with Marisa’s characterization and added that Emily is a member of the AHFE Equity 
Committee and as such is familiar with many of the dynamics throughout AHFE, without being enmeshed in 
the work of the Board. 

Public Comment Ruth Adkins, Kaiser Permanente and member of the public, provided a brief comment announcing the launch 
of Thrive Local, an integrated social health network that seeks to connect health care and social services 
providers on a digital platform and referral service created by Unite Us. Ruth explained that a more extensive 
presentation would be made before the Board at a future meeting. She circulated a sign-up sheet for 
attendees interested in going to the community kick-off event on August 9th. 

John Elizalde, member of the public, asked for clarity to be provided around the schedule of Board meetings, 
remarking that it has seemed somewhat irregular in recent months. 

Marc Jolin, Initiative Director, responded, “We’ve tried to be monthly during the budget process historically, 
between September and January, then for the rest of the year we try to hold meetings every other month. 
Summer months sometimes warrant a cancellation due to lack of attendance, but generally we encourage all 
members to hold this time on their calendar every month of the year.” 

Marc continued, adding, “We are initiating the strategic planning process soon and shifting the frequency of 
some workgroups. That shift is a recognition of our internal organizational capacity at the JOHS, and how we 
need to prioritize the AHFE strategic planning process. What we don't know is what the strategic planning 
engagement with AHFE will look like yet. It may be that some time at these meetings is allotted to strategic 
planning, but you may get invitations to additional forums or focus groups. The basic need for this body to keep 
meeting will continue over the next year as usual.” 

 

Multnomah County 
Commission for 
Economic Dignity 
Report 
 
– Kris Smock, Kristina 
Smock Consulting 

Kris Smock, Kristina Smock Consulting, appeared before the Board to discuss updates to the 2014 Poverty in 
Multnomah County report. Kris explained that her purpose at this meeting was to gather input and brainstorm 
about programs or strategies that the Board thinks it would be helpful to highlight in the report, including 
emerging programs or strategies members want to call attention to. The goal of the report is to have a 
centralized resource for anyone working on addressing poverty in Multnomah County (the “County”). 

Before gathering input, Kris provided a brief presentation, noting that she would be willing to provide another 
presentation once the findings and report are published. 

Marisa Zapata, Portland State University, expressed concern over the lack of mention in the framework of 
LGBTQIA protections, and stated that it is an issue of data decolonization. Marisa pointed out that in data 
projects, sexual orientation is rarely asked about, and gender categories are often inadequate. She explained 
that, “By not reporting it, we’re reconstituting it and making it invisible. I recommend putting groups we know 
have been marginalized and persecuted on these lists from the start.” 

Katrina Holland, Community Alliance of Tenants, asked, “To what extent does your report talk about the folks 
that have fallen into poverty? I noticed your framework doesn’t have anything about prevention.” 

 

https://permanente.org/kaiser-permanente-launches-social-health-network-to-address-needs-on-a-broad-scale/
https://www.uniteus.com/solutions/
https://www.uniteus.com/rsvp-kpnw-thrive-local-kick-off/
https://multco.us/file/34343/download
https://multco.us/file/34343/download
http://ahomeforeveryone.net/s/CB_Poverty_Rpt_20190710.pdf
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Kris explained that the report doesn’t go into specific pathways to poverty, but more so focuses on who is 
currently in poverty. It does touch on some of the ways and factors that lead people to enter poverty, but Kris 
acknowledged adding a section on contributing factors and prevention was a good idea. 

Kevin Fitts, Community Member, suggested including Self-Directed Services, a program run by Luke Dorf which 
gives grants to Oregon Health Plan members that are receiving mental health services to help pay for health-
related items and services not covered by Medicaid. Kevin also asked for including the Employed Persons with 
Disabilities program. 

John Duke, Cascadia Behavioral Health, inquired about the effects of gentrification of the downtown core, and 
how the report might highlight the movement. 

Kris explained that the report does include a map section that utilizes census tract data to illustrate the rates 
of poverty by area. The report does not go deep into details in regards to changes over time. Kris summarized 
John’s request as asking for more information in the report on impacts of gentrification and displacement on 
communities. 

Frieda Christopher, David Douglas School District, requested that the report highlight displacement issues, and 
especially focus on the effects of food insecurity, housing instability, and other factors affecting children’s 
mental health. Frieda advocated for further partnerships between schools and the County government to 
further address those issues. Frieda later pointed out that limiting to only HUD data would exclude people that 
are living doubled-up. 

Christina McGovney, Raphael House, suggested including information about the North/Northeast Preference 
Policy which works to address the legacy of displacement in that region. 

Sam Chase, Metro and Coalition of Community Health Clinics, noted that Multnomah County is roughly 40% of 
the Oregon population, and that poverty as an issue is regional in nature. He asked that Kris consider using the 
report to help advance a collective understanding in the region more broadly.  

Michael Thurman-Noche, Community Member, raised concerns over the narrative not being inclusive of the 
reality of poverty for senior citizens, as the data will not tell the full story. Kris acknowledged that this could be 
explained in further detail in the report, separated from the American Community Survey data. 

Marisa Zapata suggested additional things to include in the report, stating, “Universal housing vouchers, 
universal basic income, universal health insurance, and actually applying the equity lens to all decisions. That 
would take care of poverty in this county.” 

Katrina Holland added that comprehensive eviction prevention would be helpful to include. 

Ian Slingerland representing Michael Buonocore, Executive Director of Home Forward, advocated for looking 
where organizations and communities of color have already laid out priorities and frameworks for addressing 
poverty, and using those as a starting point. 

https://selfdirectedld.org/
https://apps.state.or.us/Forms/Served/de9029.pdf
https://apps.state.or.us/Forms/Served/de9029.pdf
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/phb/72705
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/phb/72705
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs
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Julia Delgado, Urban League, underscored the importance of highlighting the loss of community centers and 
community building, which are especially relevant to communities of color in regards to poverty prevention 
and elimination. 

Seraphie Allen representing Ted Wheeler, Mayor of Portland, mentioned a City and County-specific report 
funded by a grant from Cities for Financial Empowerment which focuses on current local programming that 
addresses poverty. She noted that the report is expected to be released in the coming months. 

Stacy Borke, Initiative Co-Chair, mentioned something brought up last year during SPARC groups, when Mary 
Leep brought up an asset building strategy of providing direct cash to people as a preventative tool. Stacy 
acknowledged that some community members had questions and could email Kris with their additional 
feedback in the short-term. 

Oregon Housing & 
Community Services 
(OHCS) Data Sharing 
Discussion 

–  Andrea Bell and 
Hunter Belgard, OHCS 

Marc Jolin, Initiative Director, introduced Andrea Bell and Hunter Belgard, Oregon Housing and Community 
Services (OHCS), who appeared before the Board to engage in initial conversations about expanding data-
sharing between the state and Continuum of Care (CoC) boards across Oregon. Marc noted that part of the 
Board’s role is to help determine how JOHS uses data. 

Andrea explained that they had two objectives for meeting: 

1. Discussing the intersection of data sharing with Oregon State, what that could look like, and why the 
state is considering it. 

2. Getting feedback, answering questions, and addressing concerns.  

Andrea noted that a data meeting with Portland Housing Bureau (PHB) and US Dept. of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) is planned for mid-August to engage in the discussion in-depth. Andrea shared that the 
State Legislature is interested in looking at what homelessness looks like across the state. These initial 
discussions with CoCs is a first step to do a temperature check. The leading points of feedback they’ve gotten 
so far is prioritizing proper training across Oregon, and to be very specific about what OHCS is doing with the 
data to make certain they aren’t making any false representations.   

Hunter provided further context as to the specific data being requested, and discussed the ultimate goal being 
a means of providing state-wide numbers back to the CoCs. 

Stacy Borke asked, “Why would you limit the data to only the HUD universal data elements, race, and gender 
categories that HUD has prescribed, versus what we have locally identified to be a more inclusive way of 
allowing self-identification?” 

Hunter stated that understanding HUD’s methods might help give a clearer path towards navigating the 
potential legal issues. 

Andrea clarified that OHCS is not prescriptive or dead-set on the kind of data they’re seeking. Part of this 
engagement process is to see how the scope could or should be broadened. 

Marisa Zapata acknowledged several similar data projects happening at present, and expressed concern over 
the request for specific personal data, as that data could be misused. She asked three related questions: Why 

 

https://cfefund.org/
mailto:Kris@kristinasmockconsulting.com
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do you need protected health identifiers, what other data are you matching to, and what specific research 
questions do you have?  

Hunter explained that the rationale for having all of those identifiers is that the analysis would be more 
accurate scope of what’s happening, noting that aggregated data has a lot of grey area by nature. A discussion 
about the usefulness of unique identifiers between Hunter and Marisa continued for several minutes. 

Katrina Holland expressed equity concerns over the way OHCS has engaged with communities of color in the 
past, and that the process itself sounds like a nightmare to implement. 

Julia Delgado pointed out that Domestic Violence data would be left out if the only source was HUD data.  

Andrea provided concluding comments, stating, “We’re at the beginning here, and want to think through what 
story we want our legislature to know. There’s fiscal support, but what they’re looking for is how to aim the 
resources. We’re trying to help build competency and educate along the way. We’re not telling the story 
though, because it's not ours to tell.” 

Marc requested that members of the Board reach out to JOHS for additional information or concerns to carry 
into the agency-level conversations moving forward. 

City/County Budget 
Update 
 
– Marc Jolin, Initiative 
Chair 

Marc appeared before the Board to provide a presentation on the outcome of the City and County budget 
processes, noting the high-level outcomes of the adopted budget for the JOHS. 

Marc explained, “We took the priorities you focused on for principles to keep in mind, our program staff talked 
to their systems, and came back to us with proposals. As you remember it was a constraint exercise, and the 
message has been that we’re likely to be in those same budget constraints in coming years. We built those into 
the proposed budget that you all saw.” 

A brief discussion on shelter system changes ensued during the presentation, with mention of the Laurelwood 
Center and River District Navigation Center opening in August. 

In response to questions about the recently purchased Bushong Building, Liam Frost representing Deborah 
Kafoury, Multnomah County Chair, explained that the project is being led by the Health Department, and the 
County is planning to renovate the building soon. The initial costs of the purchase factored in all the retrofit 
estimates, including seismic work. Liam explained that the County’s Mental Health and Addiction Services 
Division has long sought a Mental Health Resource Center downtown. 

Seraphie Allen and Marc Jolin jointly thanked members and attendees for coming to budget hearings to 
advocate for JOHS funding. Seraphie expressed that this advocacy had a real impact, and it meant a lot to the 
City Council and County Board of Commissioners. 

Click here to review 
the Budget 
Guidance priorities 
provided by the 
Board. 
 

http://ahomeforeveryone.net/s/CB_AdoptedBudget_FY20_20190710.pdf
http://ahomeforeveryone.net/s/CB_FY2020_Proposed_Budget_20190501.pdf
https://multco.us/multnomah-county/news/%E2%80%98-dignified-space%E2%80%99-services-focused-laurelwood-center-marks-milestone-countys
https://multco.us/multnomah-county/news/%E2%80%98-dignified-space%E2%80%99-services-focused-laurelwood-center-marks-milestone-countys
https://multco.us/multnomah-county/news/%E2%80%98more-just-safe-place%E2%80%99-public-private-navigation-center-adds-another-services
https://multnomah.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=3&event_id=1320&meta_id=131574
https://multco.us/mhas
https://multco.us/mhas
http://ahomeforeveryone.net/s/CB_Pres_Budget_20181205.pdf
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Housing Alliance 
Update 
 

– Alison McIntosh, 
Oregon Housing 
Alliance 

Alison McIntosh, Oregon Housing Alliance, appeared before the coordinating board to provide a recap of the 
2019 State Legislative session and what activity occurred related to housing policy. She explained that the 
Housing Alliance is a 90-organization coalition which advocates for resources and better policies around 
housing. She provided a blog post that summarized the key highlights covered during her discussion. 

Kevin Fitts expressed some disappointment in regards to mental health legislation that didn’t get approved in 
this session, noting that several bills were put aside for a rainy day fund with the expectation of future cuts. 

Alison responded by elaborating on the revenue issues at the State level. She noted that some activity to 
address the education system occurred this year, but with housing there was an opportunity to ask for other 
types of funding like general obligation bonds. Alison explained that the legislature was clear that new ongoing 
investments are not possible across the board, but that there is a trend towards raising taxes for specific 
project areas. Alison concluded that the reason those bills were set aside didn’t necessarily factor in their focus 
on mental health. 

Board members thanked and commended Alison for the work she and the Housing Alliance did in advocating 
this legislative session. 

Click here to review 
the 2019 Legislative 
Session Recap blog 
post. 

General Updates & 
Announcements 
 
– Various 

Marc Jolin announced that several Notice of Funding Availability (NOFAs) from HUD were released in recent 
days, including a second round of mainstream vouchers, bonus funding, and Domestic Violence bonus funding. 
He thanked the Resource Advisory Committee (RAC) members for their intensive work throughout the 
summer.  

Marc explained that Erin Pidot leads the CoC work at the JOHS and he has requested she appear before the 
Board to explain the changes in the NOFA this year as compared to previous years, and what implications for 
the future could be drawn. He stated that this analysis may come in the form of a written memo or a 
presentation, but regardless of the format it will spell out the subtle but impactful changes and their policy 
implications for the Board. 

Seraphie mentioned that a coalition of Oregon public officials, including Chair Kafoury, Mayor Wheeler and 
Governor Brown, was uniting to push back against proposed HUD rule changes. They issued a video on the 
subject to raise awareness for the #KeepFamiliesTogether initiative. 

Stacy Borke provided further details about the future opening of the River District Navigation Center. She 
explained it will have a 100 bed capacity for adults over the age of 18. The model was envisioned as a person-
centered transitional shelter approach, where length of stay will vary based on the individual, and a goal of 
helping move out and on to other programs. When you are able to exit to housing or not, the primary goal will 
be to leave the center with new and renewed connections to services. Referrals to the Center will come 
directly from street outreach partners, and the facility will include a broad array of services on-site. 

Click here to review 
the FAQ for the 
River District 
Navigation Center. 

Closing Comments The next Coordinating Board meeting will be 3:00 PM to 5:00 PM on Wednesday September 4, 2019 at the 
CareOregon Building’s Fritz Rankin Room, at 315 SW 5th Ave. Portland OR, 97204.  

Meeting adjourned.  

 

https://www.oregonhousingalliance.org/2019-legislative-session-recap/
https://www.oregonhousingalliance.org/2019-legislative-session-recap/
https://twitter.com/OregonGovBrown/status/1148630893373923328
https://www.keep-families-together.org/
https://www.tprojects.org/help/FAQ%20River%20District%20Navigation%20Center%20August%202019.pdf



