
 

 

Safety off the Streets Workgroup Minutes 
 
DATE:  Tuesday, January 15th, 2019 
TIME:  3:00 PM-5:00 PM 
LOCATION:  Bud Clark Commons  

Multipurpose Room 
650 NW Irving Street 
Portland, OR 97209 

ATTENDEES: Tony Bernal, Vahid Brown, Karen Carrillo, Sandra Comstock, Benjamin Donlon, Marilynne 
Eichinger, Kaytee Evans, Lucas Hillier, Victory LaFara, Karissa Moden, Linda Nettekoven, 
Peter Pavlz, Stephen Reichard, Mona Robinson, April Rohman, Brogan Shell, Paul Stark, 
Danny Stribling, Denise Tupper, Liz Weber, Janice Yaden. 

MEETING DISCUSSION 
● Welcome, Introductions and Check-In 

○ Kaytee Evans called the meeting to order. 
 

● Group Agreements 
○ Tony Bernal distributed copies of Group Agreements drafted during the recent Steering 

Committee meeting for feedback from the workgroup. 
■ No comments were made to suggest changes to the agreements.  

○ Tony explained the Steering Committee will continue to refine these before a final version is 
adopted. 

 
● Community Spotlight: Multnomah County Drainage District  

○ Karen Carrillo, Public Affairs & Project Manager at Multnomah County Drainage District (MCDD), 
presented an overview of MCDD’s jurisdiction, history, and their interactions as an agency with 
persons experiencing homelessness that camp on or around the District’s levees. Please contact 
Karen Carrillo at: kcarrillo@mcdd.org to access the presentation.  
■ Karen explained that they are currently working to better address levee campsites as an 

organization, particularly safety concerns. She explained that a third of those employed at 
MCDD are field operations workers. They work with the Multnomah County Sheriff's Office 
HOPE Team, Cascadia Behavioral Health, JOIN, and other homelessness outreach 
organizations to help educate and train their crew. There will be an Assertive Engagement 
training on Monday, January 28th from 2:00 PM – 3:30 PM at their offices. 

○ Some committee members suggested that nearby land parcels could be offered to people as an 
alternative to people camping on the levee. 

○ Karissa Moden, Sisters of the Road, suggested that if the intention is to create educational and 
informational opportunities, this conversation could be framed differently. Karissa pointed out that 
the photos lack images of people and only have images of possessions left behind after a 
campsite sweep. Karissa called attention to the visual themes and the symbolic impact it may 
have on a viewer. They added that there are compelling stories in this narrative about why people 
should be allowed to exist safely and legally, because they are forced to live in dangerous places 
like the levee, farther from public sight. 

○ Liz Weber, JOIN, asked Karen how tracking of services is performed, and whether that system is 
framed around using it as a means of kicking people out if they’ve rejected services. 
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■ Karen explained that the project, as well as any tracking associated with it, is focused on 
building relationships and trust with a goal of keeping people safe. 

○ Karen thanked the group for their feedback, and explained that she is looking forward to 
incorporating what she learned into future forums and the project as a whole. Contact Karen if 
you are interested in learning more about MCDD or participating in their training sessions. 

 
● Sanctioned Campsite Research Small Group Work 

○ Kaytee Evans, Joint Office of Homeless Services (JOHS), gave a brief overview of the ongoing 
Sanctioned Campsite Research being done in the Design/Operations and Political Feasibility 
subcommittees.  
■ The workgroup split into smaller groups to discuss several readings and topics more 

intimately, before reporting back. 
 

● Small Group Report-Out  
○ The Design/Operations group read and spoke about several documents: 

■ A proposal by the Central Eastside Industrial Council to make the Central Eastside area of 
Portland into an Enhanced Services District (ESD). Read the proposal here. 

■ Members reviewed the Practical Guide for Authorized Encampments, which provides an 
overview of challenges and opportunities posed by encampments hosted by universities 
along the West Coast. Read that report here. 

■ A small group reviewed the 2016 Springwater Corridor Survey. This survey is an example 
that could be used to help inform and prepare a similar survey for the Sanctioned Camping 
Research project.  
● Ideas posed for additional survey questions: Demographic data, amenities people would 

want in a camp, ideal size, a list of harms faced in illegal camps, what opportunities a 
sanctioned camp would give residents. 

○ Political Feasibility 
■ This group discussed the questions around the status quo and what they find most 

unacceptable from it. Members were also queried about what they would like to see out of a 
sanctioned camp proposal. 
● One key topic discussed was the difficulty posed with right of way restrictions which offer 

no way or room for an individual to comply.  
● One issue raised was how law enforcement interacts with existing campsites that are not 

sanctioned.  
● Another concern discussed is the pattern of serial eviction and how that impacts people.  
● Another focus of discussion was the lack of current emphasis on safety and equity for 

those involved in camps.  
○ Feedback from these discussions will be incorporated during the next subcommittee meetings. 

Contact Kaytee Evans if you are interested in participating in Safety Off the Streets 
Subcommittees on Sanctioned Camping Research. 

NEXT MEETING 
Tuesday, February 19th, 2019 
3:00 PM – 5:00 PM 
Bud Clark Commons  
Multipurpose Room  
650 NW Irving Street 
Portland, OR 97209 
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