
 

Safety off the Streets Workgroup Minutes 
 
DATE:  Tuesday, February 19th, 2019 
TIME:  3:00 PM-5:00 PM 
LOCATION:  Bud Clark Commons  

Multipurpose Room 
650 NW Irving Street 
Portland, OR 97209 

ATTENDEES: Tony Bernal, Benjamin Donlon, Zoe Dunk, Celeste Duvall, Kaytee Evans, Todd Ferry, 
Joshua Groesz, Tiffany Grigg, Lucas Hillier, Yentl Hofwijks, Victory LaFara,  Jonathan Lewis, 
Adam Lyons,  Karissa Moden, Rob Nathan, Barb Rainish, Mona Robinson, Neal Sand, Paul 
Stark,  Danny Stribling, Liz Weber, Janice Yaden 

MEETING DISCUSSION 
● Welcome, Introductions and Group Agreements 

○ Kaytee Evans, Joint Office of Homeless Services (JOHS), called the meeting to order. 
○ Tony Bernal, Transition Projects (TPI), gave a brief reminder about the purpose of the Safety Off 

the Streets (SOS) workgroup, and reviewed the SOS Group Agreements. 
 

● Severe Weather Response Update 
○ Celeste Duvall, Unsheltered Emergency Program Specialist at the JOHS, attended the meeting to 

provide a Severe Weather activation update.  
■ Over the course of a recent six (6) day period of Severe Weather and Cold Weather events, 

Severe Weather shelters in Multnomah County served approximately three thousand (3,000) 
participants. In addition to the three locations opened in partnership with TPI at Bud Clark 
Commons, Imago Dei Community, and the Sunrise Community Center, the County and 
Portland Parks & Recreation also opened Mt. Scott Community Center as a Disaster 
Resource Center. These beds are in addition to the 255 winter beds open all winter, and the 
1,365 beds operated year-round. 

○ Celeste explained that any one of the criteria below will result in a Severe Weather Notice if the 
conditions are forecasted to persist for four (4) hours or more during what would be severe 
weather shelter operating hours (8:30 pm - 6:30 am): 
■ Forecasted temperature 25° F or below. 
■ Forecasted snow accumulations of 1.0 inch or more sticking to the ground in most locations. 
■ Forecasted temperature at or below 32° F (0° C) with rain of 1.0 inch or more overnight. 
■ Other combined conditions, such as severe windchill plus 1.0 inch or more predicted 

rain/snow. 
○ In response to a question about the decision-making process, Celeste explained that the decision 

to issue or not issue a given advisory is made by a team at the JOHS, followed by a consultation 
with service providers involved in staffing and coordinating the Severe Weather shelter spaces. 

○ Barb Rainish, freelance advocate, commented that 2-1-1 takes too long and people with limited 
minutes on their phones cannot get through fast enough when it’s cold. 
■ Celeste responded that JOHS is aware of these issues with 2-1-1 and have implemented a 

shortcut in the phone system to make Severe Weather referrals more timely and efficient. 
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● Community Spotlight: Western Regional Advocacy Project (WRAP) 
○ The workgroup welcomed Benjamin Donlon, a representative of WRAP and a member for seven 

years. WRAP was formed in San Francisco through a small group of organizations about twelve 
(12) years ago. It has since grown into a national support network for homeless advocacy, 
covering issues related to human rights, economics and legal subjects. 

○ Benjamin explained that his experience and advocacy related to homelessness came from his 
years living in Denver, Colorado. There, he discovered WRAP as it was running a Homeless Bill 
of Rights campaign. Benjamin lead that initiative for several years in the area. Currently, it is 
being pursued in Denver on a city-level ballot initiative. Other work supported by WRAP in Denver 
included sanctioned tiny-houses, public building projects, and hygiene initiatives. 

○ WRAP has participated in various reports on the criminalization of homelessness, some of which 
was in conjunction with the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU). Other research they conduct 
includes an analysis on U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) historical 
spending on public housing.  

○ Artwork plays a prominent role in their communications. Benjamin passed around a copy of 
WRAP’s book “House Keys Not Handcuffs: Homeless Organizing, Art, and Politics in San 
Francisco and Beyond”, which includes artwork spanning several decades. 

○ WRAP also advocates for a Homeless Bill of Rights in Oregon, which would legalize sleeping in 
cars and public spaces, protect against harassment, and includes a provision to respect private 
property in public spaces, attended or unattended. 
■ Karissa Moden described past initiatives related to an Oregon State Homeless Bill of Rights, 

including the Right to Rest Act, House Bill 2117. 
● This bill has been run several times in Oregon State legislature. The recent attempt in 

2017 did not earn a hearing on the subject, but there was some legislative support for it.  
● Karissa expressed that this recent attempt was heartbreaking for those in support, as the 

lack of a hearing felt unjustified. Additionally, there was extensive press coverage that 
spurned misunderstanding and resistance from city-level governments and businesses.  

● Instead of another attempt this legislative cycle, Oregon is focusing on local-level city 
action. 

○ Portland member organizations involved in WRAP are Right 2 Survive, Street Roots, and Sisters 
of the Road. Their meetings alternate locations between JOIN and the Sisters of the Road Cafe. 
■ Their meetings use a consensus model and stresses inclusivity by involving individuals with 

lived experiences of homelessness in their meetings and membership. Karissa Moden added 
that WRAP’s work is about placing value in individuals experiencing homelessness, 
especially in listening to and considering their perspectives and solutions.  

■ A common mantra associated with the group is: “Nothing about us without us.” 
 

● Current Events Discussion 
○ Zoe Dunk, TPI, presented an article from the Los Angeles Times about neighborhood watch 

groups for the workgroup to review. 
○ Zoe asked members to read the article and respond in writing with any questions or thoughts it 

elicited. She noted that the author may appear at a future SOS Workgroup meeting to talk about 
their experience in writing the piece. 
■ Zoe explained that items in our work plan may have implications related to neighborhood 

watch groups.  
■ She posed these questions: “To what extent might that work potentially make things harder 

for people experiencing homelessness? Will it open up people to violence? How might a 
neighborhood respond?” 

○ Workgroup Members spent about ten minutes reviewing the article and writing their questions 
down. Zoe collected the questions at the end of the meeting to be reviewed by the SOS Steering 
Committee. 
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https://wraphome.org/research-landing-page/legalresearch/
https://wraphome.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Oregon-SO-oregon-hbr-factsheet.pdf
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2007r1/Downloads/MeasureDocument/HB2117
https://www.latimes.com/nation/la-na-portland-homeless-vigilantes-20181218-htmlstory.html
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● General Updates and Announcements 
○ Yentl Hofwijks, community member, presented an idea that she heard about in France where 

interested businesses post signage for available services that vulnerable populations are able to 
access in their facilities. The idea originated with an initiative named “Le Carrion” where a system 
of stickers was developed specifically to help refugee populations and people experiencing 
homelessness. 

○ Todd Ferry, Portland State University’s Homelessness Research and Action Collaborative 
(HRAC), gave a brief review of HRAC’s planned research activities. 
■ A committee member noted that Dr. Greg Townley, Director of Research, would be giving a 

presentation at the Health Workgroup on February 20th, the following day. 
○ Karissa Moden invited members to join in Hygiene Huddle meetings, hosted by Sisters of the 

Road, which aim to increase hygiene access for those experiencing homelessness.  
○ Kaytee Evans noted to members that the SOS Research subcommittees have a robust plan of 

work, tasks and questions prepared.  
■ Anyone interested in joining the subcommittees may contact her. 

ACTION ITEMS 
ITEM  ASSIGNED 

No action items n/a 

NEXT MEETING 
Tuesday, March 19th, 2019 
3:00 PM – 5:00 PM 
Bud Clark Commons  
Multipurpose Room  
650 NW Irving Street 
Portland, OR 97209 
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https://www.pdx.edu/homelessness-collaborative/homelessness-research
https://sistersoftheroad.org/whats-happening/food-for-thought/
https://sistersoftheroad.org/whats-happening/food-for-thought/
mailto:kaytee.evans@multco.us

