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Dear neighbors, 

Thank you for reaching out with questions about this proposed village development to help neighbors 

experiencing homelessness gain stability, community and shelter, and a chance to move forward to 

permanent housing. 

This St. Johns village will be developed and launched in partnership with Do Good Multnomah and 

the folks living now at Hazelnut Grove. Grove villagers have already created a culture of support and 

community, showing the promise that an organized village can offer to those who might struggle on 

their own, or in unsanctioned campsites or in traditional shelters. 

The new village, which will benefit from services provided by Do Good Multnomah, will also offer 

opportunities for shelter and services to people in St. Johns, helping our neighbors start on a path to 

permanent homes of their own. 

And, to clarify some initial impressions, this village will look much different than the unsanctioned 

campsites some folks have described when messaging us. 

It will have landscaping, sleeping pods and gathering spaces (like the current Grove). It will also have 

utilities and other amenities on-site (such as water, electricity, plumbed bathrooms, etc.), housing 

case management and other supports from Do Good Multnomah, and ultimate accountability 

through the village community itself, Do Good Multnomah and the Joint Office of Homeless Services.  

If you'd like to speak with someone at St. Johns Christian Church in the meantime, please 

contact Janel Hovde at 503-286-0613 or sjccoffice@comcast.net. 

We've been heartened by the support we've already received from neighbors and local businesses. 

But we also know many of you also want to learn more and have concerns you hope to address. 

There are months of work and planning to come. We're happy to start having those informational 

conversations while also making connections with those who've already asked how they can help.  

You can learn more here: http://ahomeforeveryone.net/news/stjohnsvillage 

Please come to an open house mixer at St. Johns Christian Church at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, April 23, to 

have one-on-one conversations with church members, Joint Office staff, Do Good Multnomah staff, 

Overlook neighbors who support the current Grove, and many of your St. Johns neighbors, too. 

Refreshments will be provided. 

The event page is here: https://www.facebook.com/events/434815230623261/   

 

In addition, the St. Johns Neighborhood Association has invited the Joint Office and others to attend 

their next general meeting at 7 p.m., May 13, at the St. Johns Community Center. You can contact 

SJNA Chair Benjamin Macgregor at info@stjohnspdx.org. 
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