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October 12, 2018 

Dear Neighbor, 
 
As you likely know, even as our community has added hundreds more shelter beds and worked to 

house thousands more people, there are still thousands of often very sick and vulnerable people 

who have no option but to sleep in parks, doorways, and other places not meant for human 

habitation. 
 
They lack access to a safe place to sleep, basic sanitation services, and to the supports they need to 

move off the streets and back into permanent housing. 
 
The Joint Office of Homeless Services is tasked by Multnomah County and the City of Portland to 

continue identifying shelter sites for these neighbors. The type of site we look for varies depending 

upon the nature of the shelter we are seeking to locate. 
 
We are writing to let you know that we have identified City-owned property near North Roberts Road 

and North Lombard Street (Tax Lot R323782) as a suitable site for a transitional sheltering 

community for people experiencing homelessness. 
 
We envision a village-style “alternative shelter” that is set up on open space with portable sleeping 

pods and modular or conventionally built common area structures. The village would operate in 

partnership with a nonprofit who would provide housing transition and case management services, 

and also be responsible for managing the site and the village’s finances. 
 
We are currently in conversations with providers who can offer this service and forge this 

partnership. Participants would stay at the village subject to participation agreements that set 

expectations for how they treat each other and how they conduct themselves in the surrounding 

area. Anyone unwilling or unable to abide by these agreements will not be able to stay at the site. 
 
The closest site-design concept is the Kenton Women’s Village, which has achieved successful 

housing placement outcomes and will become a permanent part of the Kenton neighborhood next 

year. You can learn more at www.catholiccharitiesoregon.org/provide-shelter/kenton-womens-

village/. 
 
Although this kind of alternative shelter is set up on open space, our expectations are no different 

than for any other traditional shelter: These shelters must provide safe and supportive environments 

for their guests and help them transition to permanent housing, and they must be good neighbors to 

those nearby. 
 
Details around the work needed to prepare the site for a village, including a timeline, have not been 

finalized. But we are aiming for the site to be ready by April 2019. We expect the site would 

accommodate about 20 to 25 adults. 
 
We also want to make clear that there will be many opportunities for community members to support 

an alternative shelter at this site, including assisting with the construction, and donating materials 

and supplies, but also volunteering and spending time with residents once the shelter is in place.  
 

https://www.portlandmaps.com/detail/property/N-ROBERTS-AVE/R323782_did/
http://www.catholiccharitiesoregon.org/provide-shelter/kenton-womens-village/
http://www.catholiccharitiesoregon.org/provide-shelter/kenton-womens-village/


Our safe and successful experiences with Dignity Village, Right 2 Dream Too and the Kenton 

Women’s Village (where the women built a float that won first place in the 2018 St. Johns Parade!) 

demonstrate how well an alternative shelter can be integrated into a community while helping their 

residents stabilize and transition into permanent housing.  
 
If you would like to be kept up to date as additional information becomes available, please email 

Caitlin Burke at caitlin.burke@multco.us with the subject line “St. Johns Village” and we will include 

you on the email update list. We also plan to meet directly with next-door neighbors to answer 

questions and address concerns, and Caitlin can help facilitate that. 
 
For other questions about our approach to addressing homelessness, and to learn more about the 

progress we’ve made, please go to www.ahomeforeveryone.net. 

 

Sincerely, 

Marc Jolin 

 

 
 

Director, 

City of Portland and Multnomah County 

Joint Office of Homeless Services 
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