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Center Goals and Objectives

The Homelessness Research and Action Collaborative will:

● Conduct interdisciplinary, community-based research
● Reframe public discourse
● Inform local and state policymaking
● Produce evidence-based research
● Identify how to achieve racial equity



The Founding Team 

● Marisa Zapata, Urban Planning
● Greg Townley, Psychology 
● Paula Carder, Public Health
● Lisa Hawash, Social Work
● Sergio Palleroni, Architecture 
● Todd Ferry, Architecture
● Maude Hines, English
● Jacen Greene, Business



RESEARCH 

Center research will fall into five main areas, 
with flexibility to add other categories as 
needed:

1. Reducing Homelessness at PSU
2. Changing Narratives, Creating Action
3. Innovative Approaches for Unsheltered 

Communities
4. Housing as Healthcare
5. Policy and Program Evaluation



Reducing Homelessness at PSU

Research conducted at Temple University suggests that 10- 14% of 
college students are currently experiencing homelessness. 

We will work with other anchor institutions to develop a strategic 
plan for supporting PSU students, staff, and other vulnerable 
community members who are experiencing, have experienced, or 
are on the cusp of experiencing homelessness.



Changing Narratives, Creating Action

While many agree that homelessness is one of the most pressing 
issues in our country, people do not agree on its causes or possible 
solutions, and negative stereotypes are common.

We aim to understand how multiple groups think and talk about 
homelessness. We plan to create a public education campaign in 
consultation with those experiencing homelessness to reframe how 
other community members think about and act to end 
homelessness



Innovative Approaches

From building temporary villages to creating hygiene centers, 
Portland faculty are already leading the way on thinking about how 
to support people who are currently experiencing homelessness. 

We will expand these efforts by examining how, where, and 
whether they should be scaled up. This work will build on city, state, 
and nonprofit partnerships, as well as on interdisciplinary research 
and analysis



Housing as Healthcare

Emerging evidence demonstrates that housing with supportive 
services not only provides better care but also has healthcare cost 
savings potential.

In collaboration with the OHSU-PSU School of Public Health, we will 
document the health impacts of houselessness, as well as associated 
healthcare and emergency service utilization costs. This research will 
allow us to better understand “costs” of homelessness for persons 
experiencing it and for their communities.  



Policy and Program Evaluation

We will study the role that state and local policy plays in the housing 
market, and model future changes in homelessness as a result of 
shifting demographics, aging, and housing & job markets. 

To inform Oregon local and state government actors, we will 
produce a report that identifies policies and programs that address 
homelessness in urban and rural communities



Current and Next Steps

• Ongoing projects
• Follow-up to EcoNW study (metro wide costs, revenue options, & 

governance)
• FUSE study in Clackamas County
• Waste management & hygiene work
• Village coalition work (Kenton, Hazelnut Grove)
• Point in Time (support – RRI is conducting)

• Projects being scoped
• Evictions study
• Data portal/hub 



QUESTIONS?
Ideas? 

Wishes?

Marisa Zapata, PhD
mazapata@pdx.edu
Greg Townley, PhD
gtownley@pdx.edu
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