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What is under consideration?

Village, not camp: Professionally designed and 
services-focused; site leased from St. Johns 
Christian Church.

20 “tiny home” sleeping pods: Locking doors, 
common structures for kitchen, bathrooms, 
meetings, etc.

Transitional: Participants find stability and 
engage in community while pursuing permanent 
housing.

Under evaluation: Site is alternative to a publicly 
owned site on N Roberts with design challenges.
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Kenton Women’s Village: in the Oregonian
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Hazelnut Grove — in Overlook

4



Across Oregon: Opportunity Village
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Sharing the story of a village: Clackamas
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Why look to the village model?

Expanding our range of shelter/transition 
options: Some people who need shelter do 
not do well in our large, congregate 
shelters.

Villages offer unique opportunities for 
leadership & neighborhood partnerships: 
Villages offer community, leadership and 
self-determination, and unique ways to 
partner with neighborhood residents and 
institutions.
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Who will be accountable? 
Contract with Do Good Multnomah for 
management services: Do Good Multnomah —
experienced nonprofit that provides supportive 
housing, shelter and rapid rehousing, and runs 
village in Clackamas — to hold lease.

Village residents have responsibility: Village 
residents are responsible to each other and 
others.

Ultimate oversight by Joint Office: JOHS, which is 
overseen by the Mayor and County Chair, will 
retain responsibility for village success.

Commitment to success: Like any program, village 
must work for community, or it won’t continue.
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Who will live in the village? 

Population: Single adults and couples.

Hazelnut Grove helps: Folks from an established 
village, Hazelnut Grove, will be among the initial 
residents.

Spaces for St. Johns now: Remaining initial 
spaces will be prioritized for people who are 
unsheltered in St. Johns.

Future spaces prioritized to St. Johns: People 
living without shelter in St. Johns will have 
priority as people move to permanent housing 
and vacancies occur.
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How will the village operate?

Management and oversight: Do Good screens 
residents, provides services/housing support, and 
enforces participant agreements.

24-hour contact line: Do Good staff on site during 
the day. Do Good maintains 24-hour phone line for 
concerns. Same model that works at Kenton. 

Community agreement: Residents agree and enforce 
rules on basics like chores, shared responsibilities. 

No illegal substances: Strict rules against drinking, 
drugs. Cigarettes allowed in designated area.

Village manual: Specific agreements, rules captured 
in manual. Some set in good neighbor process. 
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Screening and accountability

Background checks: Sex offenders, violent 
offenders will be screened out. 

No walk-up services: Access via reservation only.

Signed agreement: Residents sign agreement 
with responsibilities to each other, neighbors.

Tracking and measuring outcomes: Program 
participants will be entered into countywide 
Homeless Management Information System. 

Permanent housing focus: All participants will 
be working toward permanent housing. 

11



What is Hazelnut Grove? Why St. Johns?

Independent community: Group of 15 folks formerly 
without shelter, living in self-made pods, operating 
with limited city supports.

Thriving community: Members work, move on to 
housing — while also volunteering in Overlook, 
developing positive neighbor relationships, and 
having a rep on Overlook Neighborhood board.

Unsuitable location: Undevelopable, state-owned 
right-of-way where two busy roads intersect. 

Supporting St. Johns: Grove residents will bring 
their experience and success to St. Johns, seeding a 
strong and supportive community.
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Past village successes

Kenton is thriving: Joint Office paid to construct 
Kenton’s site, contracts with Catholic Charities 
ongoing facilities, services, management costs.

Neighborhood Ties: Neighbors have strong 
relationships with the Kenton village.

Permanent Housing Transitions: 23 residents 
now housed. Some had spent years on the street 
before the village.

Clackamas village support: Do Good Multnomah 
has strong support of neighbors who expressed 
concerns before village opened.
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What’s the estimated timeline?

February 2019: Neighbors independently talking to St. 
Johns faith leaders about a village connect Joint Office 
and Do Good with St. Johns Christian Church.

April 2019: Church’s two-week voting process closes 
April 7 with a 40-2 vote in favor. Church hosts meeting. 

Spring/summer 2019: Site analysis begins on Richmond. 
Procurement process begins.

Fall 2019: Current estimate (as of May) for earliest start 
of site preparation work. 

Spring 2020: Current estimate (as of May) for earliest 
completion of site preparation work, installation of 
structures and opening of village.
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How can neighbors get involved?

Good Neighbor Agreement: Joint Office and Do Good 
Multnomah will work with willing stakeholders (SJNA, 
St. Johns Boosters, James John, Montessori House, etc.)

Connect with neighborhood supporters: Supportive 
neighbor group, St. Johns Welcomes the Village, is 
creating opportunities for engagement. Contact 
info@stjohnsopportunity.org.

Educational partnerships: Do Good and villagers would 
work with James John and Montessori House around 
educational work. Do Good has a strong relationship 
with preschool that shares veterans shelter site.

For more information: Go to 
ahomeforeveryone.net/news/stjohnsvillage.
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